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Questions and Answers 

 
• What quarantine guidelines will RCSC follow this year?   

 

o RCSC will follow the requirements of the Indiana Department of Health for 

quarantine. 

Asymptomatic individuals, unless fully vaccinated or recovered from a 

COVID-19 infection within the past 90 days, who are identified as a 

close contact of a COVID-19 case shall quarantine, including 

exclusion from schools, preschools, daycare settings, employment, 

and public places, until: 

   A.  14 days after the date of last exposure; 

   B.  10 days after the date of last exposure, following additional 
precautions for days 11-14; or 

   C.  7 days after date of last exposure with a negative Covid test result 
occurring on day 5 or later, following additional precautions for 
days 8-14. 
 

 

• Do fully vaccinated people have to quarantine? 

 

All vaccinated people (students and staff) no longer need to be quarantined,  

unless a vaccinated person has a breakthrough infection of COVID-19 and has  

symptoms. 

 

o Students and staff who test positive for COVID-19 will be required to isolate  

for 10 days from the onset of symptoms or starting the date of their positive test. 

 

 

• Will vaccinations be required for students and staff? 

o No, vaccinations will not be required for anyone. We will NOT request  

vaccination information from staff or students. 

 

 

• Are COVID-19 tests mandatory for students who will be participating in school? 

o No, students are not required to take a COVID-19 test prior to coming to school.  

If a student is showing symptoms of COVID-19, we recommend getting a  

confirmation of the diagnosis by having the student tested for COVID-19. 

 

 

• What physical distancing and other mitigation measures will be taken? 

o RCSC students and staff will transition back to normal capacities this year.  

Spacing will be adjusted as practical to reduce the number of close contacts.  

 



 

 

 

• Who is considered a close contact to someone with COVID-19? 

o For COVID-19, a close contact is defined as anyone who was within 6 feet of a 

person who receives a positive test result (OR a written doctor’s  

diagnosis for COVID-19) for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days before the  

person began feeling sick until the time the patient was isolated. (The distance is  

no longer 3 feet because we have eliminated the mask requirement.) 

 

• Who will screen students and staff for COVID-19 symptoms each day? 

o Parents must screen their children for COVID-19 symptoms each morning. All  

staff must self-screen for symptoms each day prior to coming to school. 

o People with COVID-19 can have a wide range of symptoms - ranging from mild 

to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. 

o Daily Screening Process - If the answer is “yes” to any of the following,  

parents/guardians must keep the student home and contact the school nurse: 

� In the last 14 days, have you been asked to self-isolate by a public  

health official or medical personnel 

� Fever (100.4 
o
F or higher) 

� New loss of taste or smell 

� Runny nose/nasal congestion 

� New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students  

with chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from  

baseline) 

� Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 

� Sore throat 

� New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

o RCSC will NOT be screening every student and staff member each day. 

 

• Will individuals identified as close contacts be monitored? 

o Close Contacts will be required to quarantine according to Indiana Department 

of Health requirements. 

 

 

• What is the process for reporting a suspected COVID-19 infection for a student or 

staff? 

o  In order to prevent the spread, it is necessary to report absences due to 

COVID-19 symptoms or exposure to an infected person. Please notify your 

child’s school immediately based on the following guidance: 

� Students - follow the normal absence reporting process 

� Staff - direct supervisor 

� Visitor - school building and the individual with whom you met 

o A student or staff member who is awaiting the results of a COVID-19 test cannot  

 return to school IF he/she is, or has been, experiencing symptoms. If a student or  

 staff member does not have symptoms (is asymptomatic) and is only taking a  

 COVID-19 test out of an abundance of caution, he/she may return to school  

 immediately and self-monitor for symptoms. 



 

 

 

o Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 who had a negative test may return to  

 school: 

� Must be 24 hrs fever free without the use of fever-reducing medications 

� Other symptoms resolved 

� No doctor’s note required 

� If having symptoms, must complete 10-day isolation 

o Anyone with symptoms who is not tested must isolate. Siblings may attend school 

unless the symptomatic household member receives a positive result from the 

COVID-19 test or the sibling develops symptoms.  

o If a household member tests positive, a student or staff member will have to 

quarantine for 10 days.  

o Anyone with symptoms in a household who is tested should quarantine while 

waiting for test results. 

o If the symptomatic person without a positive test is diagnosed with another 

condition that explains the symptoms, or tests negative, then no quarantine for 

close contacts is necessary. 

� If not tested, a provider’s note with alternate diagnosis will be needed to 

return to school. 

o Parents may choose for their other child or children to stay home and quarantine  

if a household member is awaiting a COVID-19 test result, but the siblings or 

other  family members are not required to quarantine at this time.  

o The school WILL NOT send students or staff home who are feeling well when 

one of his/her family members is sent home by a school nurse because he/she is 

sick at school. 

 

• What will happen if a student or staff member has a confirmed case of COVID-19? 

o Notify the school office. 

o RCSC’s nurse or school principal will contact the Jasper County Health  

  Department. 

o If a closure or change in school format is necessary, the school may consult with  

  the Jasper County Health Department to determine the status of school  

  activities including the length of closure, extracurricular activities, co-curricular  

  activities, and before- and after-school programs. 

o School nurses will closely track student and staff absences. When a parent or  

  guardian notifies the school that a student is ill, the school may ask the parent  

  whether the student is exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19. If an employee  

  calls in sick or appears ill, the school can inquire as to whether the employee is  

  experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms. 

o School nurses will work with each family to plan the re-entry for on-site learning.  

  A doctor’s note may be required for re-entry. 

o Siblings of students who are sent home because they are sick do not need to be  

 sent home from school as long as they do not exhibit any symptoms. 



 

 

• What will happen if a student or staff member has an unconfirmed case of  

COVID-19, yet exhibits symptoms? 

o Parents and guardians MUST communicate with the school nurse when they  

  believe a child could have an unconfirmed case of COVID-19. 

o School nurses will work with each family to plan the re-entry for on-site learning.  

  A doctor’s note may be required for re-entry. 

 

• Will there be a Remote Learning Option for my child this year? 

o All students will return to in person classes for the 2021-2022 School Year. RCSC  

  will NOT provide a Remote Learning Option. 

� Students in Quarantine 

o Students who are required to isolate or quarantine at home because 

of symptoms or a positive COVID-19 test need to continue 

working from home so that they do not fall behind in their 

learning. We count students in quarantine as present at school for 

attendance as long as they complete their work each day. If a 

student is too ill to continue schoolwork, then he/she will be 

counted absent and need to follow the student handbook policy for 

make-up work for their school. 

 

• How will RCSC implement the attendance plan this year? 

o All schools will not use attendance incentives, like perfect attendance awards, to  

  promote attendance, but all schools will follow the regular attendance plan and  

  procedures. 

○  RCSC staff will still contact parents of students who are chronically absent to  

discuss the reasons for being absent, but we will do so with the understanding that 

health concerns are a priority to ensure the safety of all students and staff. 

 

• Will I be allowed to visit my child’s school? 

o All visitors and volunteers need to have a background check on file 

o At this time, visitor processes for programs, events and other activities will return 

to normal, pre-pandemic expectations.  

o Visitors to the classroom will be required to wear a mask 

o Parents may choose to attend a case conference on-site. Our preference is for all  

  case conferences to be completed using video conferencing to minimize any  

  health risks for all who are involved on the Case Conference Committee. We also  

  found this option to be extremely convenient and efficient for families. 

� If the parent/guardian chooses an on-site conference, he/she MUST  

 complete the COVID-19 self-check for possible symptoms prior to  

 entering the school. 

 

 



 

 

 

●  Will students attend field trips throughout the year? 

○ Yes, field trips will return to normal.  

 

●  Will RCSC change the procedures if Jasper County goes to red or the school has a 

specific number of positive cases? 

o Decisions on school closure will be made based on individual circumstances.   

  There are no predetermined points for school closure. 

 

 


